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E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: AMERICAN LAWYER ORVILLE H. SCHELL 

REF: LENINGRAD 0847 

SUMMARY: FORMER PRESIDENT OF NEW YORK BAR ASSOCIATION 
ORVILLE H. SCHELL AND ATTORNEY JEROME L. COBEN MET WITH 
AMBASSADOR MARCH 23 FOR DISCUSSION OF THEIR MEETINGS 
WITH SOVIET OFFICIALS DURING PRIVATE VISIT TO USSR. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF VISITS WITH SOVIETS INCLUDED TWO AND ONE- 
HALF HOUR MEETING WITH USA INSTITUTE DIRECTOR ARBATOV 
AND MEETING WITH MOSCOW COLLEGIUM OF LAWYERS PRESIDENT 
APRAKSIN. SCHELL REPORTED HE SPOKE VERY FRANKLY WITH 
BOTH MEN ABOUT IMPACT OF SHCHARANSKIY CASE AND SOVIET 
HUMAN RIGHTS POLICIES ON U.S. PUBLIC OPINION. HE FOUND 
ARBATOV WORRIED ABOUT DETENTE, BUT WAS TOLD BY APRAKSIN 
THAT SHCHARANSKIY DEFINITELY WILL BE TRIED. SCHELL IS 
STILL ATTEMPTING TO SEE PROSECUTOR GENERAL RUDENKO. HE 
HAS MET WITH REFUSENIK ACTIVIST SLEPAK AND PLANS TO SEE 
SAKHAROV MARCH 24. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DURING MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR MARCH 23, ORVILLE 
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H. SCHELL, PAST PRESIDENT OF NEW YORK BAR ASSOCIATION, 

AND ATTORNEY JEROME L. COBEN REPORTED IMPRESSIONS OF 
THEIR CONVERSATIONS WITH OFFICIALS FROM USA INSTITUTE 
AND MOSCOW COLLEGIUM OF LAWYERS. SCHELL SAID THAT HE 
HAD GIVEN USA INSTITUTE DIRECTOR GEORGIY ARBATOV AND 
MOSCOW LAWYERS COLLEGIUM PRESIDENT CONSTANTINE APRAKSIN 
A FRANK APPRAISAL OF SERIOUS IMPACT IN U.S. OF 
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DISCREPANCY BETWEEN SOVIET WRITTEN LEGAL CODE AND 
ARBITRARY PRACTICE, REFERRING SPECIFICALLY BOTH TO USE 
OF PARASITISM AND ANTI-SOVIET AGITATION ARTICLES AND TO 
CHARGES AGAINST ANATOLI SHCHARAN SKIY. 

2. SCHELL AND COBEN FOUND ARBATOV RESTRAINED IN HIS 
RESPONSES TO THEIR PRESENTATION ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
APPARENTLY WORRIED IN GENERAL ABOUT FUTURE OF DETENTE, 
WHICH HE TOLD THEM HE CONSIDERED OF GREAT IMPORTANCE. 

"WE MUST HAVE DETENTE", ARBATOV SAID AT ONE POINT, 

WITHOUT SPECIFYING WHETHER "WE" MEANT BOTH SIDES (AS 
SEEMS MORE LIKELY TO EMBASSY), OR ONLY THE SOVIET UNION. 

HE CHARACTERIZED HUMAN RIGHTS AS A NEW "SHIBBOLETH" IN 
PLACE OF COLD WAR. SCHELL BELIEVES, NEVERTHELESS, THAT 
ARBATOV UNDERSTOOD CLEARLY SCHELL'S REMARKS ABOUT IMPACT 
IN U.S. OF SOVIET HUMAN RIGHTS POLICIES, PARTICULARLY 

WITH REGARD TO SHCHARANSKIY. 

3. APRAKSIN TOLD SCHELL THAT SHCHARANSKIY WILL DEFINITELY 
BE TRIED AND INVITED SCHELL TO BE PRESENT AT THE TRIAL. 

HE CLAIMED, HOWEVER, THAT HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT THE CHARGES 
AGAINST SHCHARANSKIY WOULD BE. SCHELL WAS GIVEN 
IMPRESSION THAT TRIAL WOULD NOT OCCUR FOR SOME TIME YET, 

BUT IS SKEPTICAL ABOUT ACCURACY OF APRAKSIN'S HINTS ON 
THIS POINT. 

4. SCHELL HAS TRIED TO VISIT SOVIET PROSECUTOR GENERAL 
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RUDENKO, BUT HAS FOUND HIS USA INSTITUTE CONTACTS 
UNHELPFUL ON THIS POINT, IN CONTRAST TO THEIR GENERALLY 
EXCELLENT ASSISTANCE OTHERWISE. 

5. MFA USA DIVISION DEPUTY CHIEF FEDOSEYEV, IN CONVERSA- 
TION WITH POL COUNSELOR MARCH 22, VOLUNTEERED THAT 
RUDENKO "OR SOMEONE ELSE IN HIS OFFICE" WAS INTERESTED 

IN MEETING SCHELL, BUT HAD NOT RECEIVED REQUEST. (EMBASSY 
ASSUMES THAT MFA INTEREST SPARKED BY ADVICE FROM SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR DOBRYNIN ON SCHELL'S VISIT). AFTER SCHELL 
POINTED THIS OUT TO HIS USA INSTITUTE CONTACTS, A VISIT 
WAS ARRANGED FOR MARCH 24 WITH "EITHER RUDENKO OR SOMEONE 
IN HIS OFFICE." 

6. SCHELL HAS HAD LIMITED CONTACTS WITH SOVIET REFUSENIKS. 

HE HAS SEEN VLADIMIR SLEPAK AND HAS MADE ARRANGEMENTS TO 
SEE ANDREI SAKHAROV AFTERNOON OF MARCH 24, BY WHICH TIME 
ALL CALLS ON SOVIET OFFICIALS WILL BE COMPLETED. COBEN 

HAS HAD MUCH MORE EXTENSIVE REFUSENIK CONTACTS AND ON ONE 
OCCASION SPOTTED WHAT HE BELIEVED WAS SURVEILLANCE. HE 
CHARACTERIZES REFUSENIK MOOD AS VERY DISCOURAGED AND 
REFUSENIKS THEMSELVES AS UNABLE TO PERCEIVE ANY OF CURRENT 
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NEWS AS GOOD. 

7. SCHELL INTENDS TO SEE SECRETARY VANCE AFTER RETURNING 
TO U.S. AND IS CONSIDERING INVITING SOME SOVIETS TO 
U.S. FOR FURTHER EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH SELECTED MEMBERS 
OF BUSINESS, LEGAL AND ACADEMIC COMMUNITIES. IN RESPONSE 
TO HIS REQUEST FOR ADVICE ON WHICH SOVIETS TO INVITE, 
AMBASSADOR SUGGESTED A MIXTURE OF PEOPLE FROM USA INSTITUTE, 
TRADE COUNCIL AND PROCURACY, AND OFFERED TO GIVE MORE 
SPECIFIC THOUGHTS ON THIS AT APPROPRIATE TIME IF SCHELL 
WISHED. AMBASSADOR TOLD SCHELL THAT VISITS SUCH AS 
SCHELL’S TO USSR ARE USEFUL AS ADDITIONAL WAY OF GETTING 
ACROSS TO SOVIETS REACTION IN U.S. TO THEIR BEHAVIOR 
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IN HUMAN RIGHTS AREA. TOON 
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